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victorious momentum, we must be prepared to defend ourselves as
best we can. I'm afraid we'll antagonize China by that scheme. Why
not a military alliance with her against such an eventuality? But, you
see, regarding the war situation, I consult with Genro Yamagata."
"The old Field Marshal ought to know more about it than anybody
else in Nippon, Marquis."
"Yamagata said from the beginning that Germany could not win,
and of late he added that the Kaiser lost his best chance to win last
fall. I hope the Field Marshal is right."
The autumn air brought the fragrance of the chrysanthemums
blooming on the Fukiage Terrace.
"It gives me great pleasure, Marquis, to have had a small part in
recommending you to be the Chief Delegate to the Peace Conference
at Versailles," Yamagata greeted Saionji as they sat in a conference of
the Genros in the Imperial Palace. Then he added: "Mutsukata will
be in shortly."
"Field Marshal, I shall do my best not to disappoint His Majesty and
our people. This is our country's first opportunity to have her envoy
sit an equal with those of the World Powers, is it not, Genro Yama-
gata?"
"Certainly it is. That's why I wanted to have our ranking states-
man head our party. There is no other man in Nippon better fitted for
the task than yourself. First of all, you have the highest political record.
By seniority, you are next only to Matsukata and myself, since Oyama
and Inouye followed each other closely in death. Since October 1916,
when His Majesty first commanded you to join us Genros, you have
shared many burdens. Of late, chiefly you and I have decided upon the
major issues—I assume that Premier Hara is glad to see you go. You
are his political benefactor." Yamagata's white eyebrows rose gendy,
"Huh, after your first visit when you spoke to me on this matter,
Premier Hara and Foreign Minister Uchida came and begged me to ac-
cept the post. Although I thought it would be better for either Hara
or Uchida to take the burden, after much urging from you and the
government leaders, I reconsidered the matter. Frankly speaking, I am
delighted to go to my 'old home,7 where an acquaintance of my stu-
dent days, Georges Qemenceau, is Premier. He will no doubt be a
great figure at the Conference."
The Field Marshal declared: "That's another reason for my sup-
porting you. Some of my followers tried to persuade me to head cwr

